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was. b
L mett got his pien out of Larlins bottom by the skin of Lis teeth as it was. e
Arne 1)

norse soldier (cnvnlr:mln) to. -‘3011 Captein l!a!'sha.ll et Edray thet he was
sent B

sme to barricade the road on Price Hill, and for him to march the back way‘nnd come
foink
Hill. Arnett cut a lot of trees across the Price Hill

1

4 dug some of the road awey on that sliding h:llside. The excitins days for

to the road on top of Prioe

road an

iris county were Wednesday,Nov. 4, Thursday Nov. 5th; and Friday Nov. 6, 1863.

Then it was that the biggest battle ever fought in Pocahontas occurred. Arnett left

1ins Bottom at sun down on Wednesday and Col. Ohley moved into his deserted log

There was only one road between Marlins Bottom and Kill Point, and Averill with
his srry st Huntersville had laid a plan to capture Arneti's forces by sending Chley

down the pike to get Arnett started south while Col. Harris moved his forces down

Seaver Creek to get ahead of him and block the road at karvin Chapel where the two

-

roads unite. lhis plan would nave succeeded but for Col. W. F.Thompson who had been

recalled from Cold Knob with his cavalry and was unsaddllng at his old camp on the

an 5. Eellison farm when Jackson s courier rode up and told him to hold the Beaver

. — - ———

“resk rosd, "?or*son irmediately went to Beaver Creek, and spent the evening cutting

..,'"_rg

scross the road. He fell back firing as he went, Thls delayed the Federal
MRy %o such an extent that Arnett got by. ; ‘
“hie expedition, Averill had with him some signal experts. It was arranged :

5 SBLn ¢

ferps would stay at Huntersville, while others went on to Karvin

Ry e . .
. ‘% hey were to send up rockets to cormunicate the position and success of
RFTie and his truopb.
L went Lo the top of the hill at Huntersville to observe the signals
L}
SEe 9 - Ooh 1 ¢
#ut on with troope to report. 1t was wrranged that the rockets were
Le e

“FSY B F, M. and Koerritt waited on tup of the knob until 10 P. M. tnd

Figaat :
YA Ne went back o hendguarters. 1t “iterwards apreared that

&R sl e

Sble W send Up Bis rookets until 11 ¥. ke 8ud they were not ob=

Ll - 5

‘eraville though the Confederstes saw them red agsinst the sky. Thqw
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¢ of » new departure in mountain v.arfnra. Thompson and his blocgndins
re & SOT

bad interfered with the march so much that the ermy was three hours late.
taotics HES

muesday Nove 5, 1863, was Mi11 Point day. Mi11 Point has never been given the
Thurscay 4HvEe = = ;

for the baptism by fire that she had thet dey because what occurred next dey
credit for '

Droop Mount sain five miles south, has overshadowed it to such a great extent.
at Lrocp - ’

There was enough powder burned that day at Hill Foint to fight a great battle. The

'

ceiers] armies were at Stephen Hale Run and on the h111 between that run and !tfill_
Federsl armi '

-
s.int. The Confederates formed a battle line alcng the banks of Stamping Creek for &

~ile or more, and their artilléry was on the hill just south of }ill Point, When then
~.ne beran 40 thunder it occurréd to Jackson that his battle line was just the right
E:-..u. - -8 & C E

iistence from the Federal batteries to be in range of grape shot and he withdrew his

.

arzy by heving them slip silently up the stream until they were hid by the bend of the
sountein, and he took them out by the flint pits near Tom Beards. Having gotter.; his

troopes under way, he looked up to the iong smootn summit of Uroop Kountain and decided

L]
- Sas
w0 Take I

tis stend there. by nightfall he was in' camp on the crest lodking down on the

‘ecersl erzy ss  they kindled their fires in the broad fields of the Little Levels.

Oz that

Toursday the Federal troops:at Narlins Bottom got word to cut out‘thé

2le a=4 wove on to ¥i11 Point. Before they left, they burned the 'log cebins the

Y

e planned Yo winter in.

“rat Thursday, too, Ganloral Echols at Lewisburg heard that Gen. Duffié with an.
VR was covering him from Gaul ey Brid;a, and Averill was coming from Beverly, so he got
“¢7% & regiment west on the Midland Trail to hold Duffie. He moved the re-
-l e AT army .

to Fooshontas. That day he marched his men !‘oﬁrtaen mﬂea ﬁ:d went

“yring “reek. The arrangements were to reinforce Jackson who was to fall

%
M L1 1 1
‘8 spuld joi

o him. ‘hat night, message vas received by Echols that the
- &ru.

FAE mueh lerger than they had thoupht at firet, and that there would de

* Esat A 5
-.'h ¢

% Yoy of Droop Mountein,

- Lt W ) " .
‘ BEES W eleep. Bohole got his forces wider way st two o'clock snd
' g

TV Sewntein ot nine o'clock that BEhe mOrning. *his wes & record march,

Ny el
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it in olonn ‘ho

e
wasted 7 hours il"i :

L.-:is'ourg for M

=
Thompson, Echols oonznfnnéling, ;‘:‘*‘ : ﬁ
the root of tho mountnin. ‘He 'nas _

(T8 ’._ '-.‘ l

seen. 'l"}nrofora, ho gant cdi. sgiment,
J5s 5 ,"'“'?“;H"Lﬁ‘ﬂ* &") -_ _"‘ ok ‘_'_5 r“""-«{_‘- x
I. M. Harris, of the. 10th “ek'b Vﬂrginiu, to mnka a rlanking movamen‘l: an at'l:aé}:'_ -

e
\ ‘ R \.‘ f.f‘

the Co..f‘ederatea from tﬁe reai-. .&vorill made gestures of attack from the fx;on
/ s é@:m,:a,
while Xoore and Egrris with nbout 1000 soldiars went over the nountain and 'bh::mgg 5 -»*

the woods to attack in the rear, _"_‘_'_';‘-f’j '-___ S M AT " .*_" '3‘-' j’f{&_
‘i e

¥ost of us huve grm up with the idea that the Oonrederates negleotgd:._ :

[

Lt e ™ L e A e
their left flank nnd that they wera taken 'by’surpriae, but a study of _ho;pi"-'
A P S “.”:i:::'?"f'.i‘;‘éi-‘,fiﬁ-‘.—?ﬁi‘,'"5‘7:':}{’-‘;"‘!3'.&

cispatches op ﬁoth sidea do nqt 'bear oq%,_thgt__‘_t:heor o It _seems thn'!; no 1'

s ~ 3
“" l.!I"J"'n-‘ “\4_‘."4

four d*‘a"h:.entc were sant ngainst this attaok and ’bhat they i‘oughﬁ I.

n. t. s,

fattle for lbout 'Y mﬂe through_the thick forest amd underbrush

Rosntaln., agnd what is more, instead of being surprised -by the ﬂankin.g- '

¢rate soldier fired the zirst ahot. ﬂ'hu Boldier said, -"Ho*w_}""

~ o &%) ¥ TS
% wiiching for the P.dgnlu ovndfnnce nn_d the‘firat we ain.-, or

‘er showed his head over a rail fenoo. This wn tho

1 N

'* Mitle of Droop Itounhln. G e

+ - I N I
- ¢ A

eore says that "the conrodcrntu rniud at this r.nco o.iul i;ournd ® ' P 'L 18

TATS 1ate his wen., “his sns the oritinl nuut. had his mn hrokult ‘.?! -L"&-& o
Histe the battle would hu'wbm iol,t. The men were oomadoa to 'ﬂl.ir

.L.‘“l‘t

S

utes Col. Herris's riﬂunb Jodned him and thw mt rmi £

0k of the u,, mmu .t lut n the oleared hill l‘h.l'. ‘Ihi
'3")“5 _ TR “f’i-”- s

‘ (™ 2ty A .:"}“:‘
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’utﬂn of 'ﬂu"; bot

Thoxpson lnd SOM' ﬁé €
Eattslion was orda_re{!_.\

4~1:h Virginin. Ganlry (Cochran‘
_ SN
resirent) were ordered into t'he wooﬁs whsro 'I:he figh'bing was heaviest. And 3

mll} e picked body of 'broops from three companiea of the 22nd 5 including Lapt.
James ko ‘ezll's Nicholas Blues, were placed under Capt. John K. Thompson and they

plunged into the fatal woods and b;,r a des_perate charg_e actually stopp_ed 'eh'e_ advance

- \ o
Averil] marched up the mountain from the front when he detected the fighting

iz the rear. When his men reached the top of the mountain the Confederate forces
troke and renm. The Federals i‘dught & stern chase battle with them for hours.
Those who have mde & study oi‘ 'I:roc:op movements which oulminated in the Battle

of 3'r'.:c: Lou::‘.ain say that Genero.l Eehols had no. tima to Btay and fight 11: out with

S s e e s

Areril}

11 when he knew enother Union army was coming to cut off h:l.a rear by wa.y of

--ﬂ :-_-r.

fe ns in a. trap and it was up to him to get his army out 'befora 11-.
ould e cprung,.

“* ¥23 & far more reaching victory then the Richmond government was willing to
sémit,

for it was the last stand in a way that the Confederates mde in West Yirgin.ta.

© " Feirest took them wel)l down to Dublin, and no rebel army VRS nsaem‘bled hero
£ %er

AL tire. This was the turning point of the war so fn.r as the munta:lmn ‘n-g

Clie "\ L
- - T -
reed,

ﬂ‘$;%G y
b wes foupht by troops from the two Virginias with one ragimt ench ri"dl t- -
“5f Yenneylvenia,. Jt broke the power of the Confoderates and dctorninoi &
VRG] of the western part of Vireinie, : : , |
K * Brels reported that the enly trophy the Federals could bauLd‘ 'u“s
tltare oy

. ¢ brsss cennon,
.}'

A’:.,.

This oannon was & twelve pound howitzer or cnn; ,f‘
¥ the Confedersts arey,

BUt 3t had been injured 4n s battle at



_ 'Virginia rade his famous escape. ‘.‘Ee was

PN q- -:—' i

_D.... ." -

eryasrently in the power of a squ&d o:l';‘. Hnion solaiers. When asked wuy he d:l.d ﬁot

- -

render he seid, "If they had 'auid, Gol. surrender‘." I would haeve dene so, hu'b they

3 A 4 £ 1y :
yelled, "Stop you -----red Eeaded aon of a gun‘." and 1 would not accommodat_ : f?anfana - :
vho would une such lnnguage to' mé; : * J 2
Averell's full name Was gk ' " | L"

.
b 1\4-. -

: : A 1144 Wobds .E.'varill oars
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BATTLE OF DROOF LOUNTAIN. .
S

sht on the &th day of =7 B
Y8 the 22nd virginia /-?;-

THE

ain was fou

attle of Droop Kount : on b
forces conelsted ©O2

“1863. The confederate : crterward Eilled &
orge Fattion (cf Kenawha Bounity, Godasel W B Thompson

. o ant g
hchester),COmmandins, tne 19th Virginia Inf ry,w. Aonott Commanding ;

5 - .t nia Infant Colonel W. -
Conmanding; “i° o 1 ngée Cochren,Commanding; Jackson's anc
The entire

w» 14th Virginia Cavalry, Colone

éﬂ: :an's Ba%teries, and édsar's and Derrick's Battalllione. e Sirat

et ser command of General John Echols. Thie- force, on the 3
Greenbriler County.

force was un

gay of the mon eadow Bluff, in

th, was lying at M

The federal force was composeé of the 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry,
o3ra and 24th Ohlo Infentry, the 5th, 6th, and 10th, West Virginia Infantry,
£ tationed at Beverly in

and one battery of Artillery. This force had been 6 ¢
Randolph County. The federal force was under command of Geheral W. W.

Averell.

e two armies preceding this bpattle have been

to have been as follows: In the first week
in November, 1863, General Averell ordered Generel Duffie to meet him him
at 2 p. m., November 7th, at Lewisburg, and Duffie marched from Kanawha,
120 miles. Averell marched from Beverly and had 110 miles to go. Averell
resched Lewisburg on Saturday November 7th, at 2 p. m., and found that
Duffie had got there at 10 &. m. .

The movement of th
traced by competent guthority

_Averell_left Beverly on Sunday and came over: Cheat mountain by
waey of Chefit Bridge and marched by Camp Bartow, where they left the Staunton

& Parkersourg Turnpike and took the road

y LR TE: They reached Huntersville on Wednesday at noon, and there Aver

- ¢ - Beard. thatCol 249 2.: Thompson;-¥ith XhedSth Virginia éaval was ag &

=t Marlins Sottom, Bt dhe. Greenbrier BriGge. 1 Averell sent the ﬂiih Pennsyl-

~_ vanie Cavalry and the 5rd West Virginie Mounted Infantry Gown Beaver Creek

e ;g.é;rgrc}-me “river:elgit: iles Eamodsn south:of dfarlinton to jeut off

= ::;_ff?n:?ﬁugtephen:Hdlﬁ{RunJQn:theﬁﬂa?%in:LaﬁiﬁbuPE.Tunnpik: and sent the

f?:hff, du? 2esp v;rginia mgunted infentry to Karlinton with ﬁwing's Battery.
;;::E-SSLO:EH::nenc}ns his danger, left in a hurry and cut a barricade of
e beaz.th; f&geﬁifg gn Price Hill, a mile or so distent from the bridge,
it coﬂfederat £ orces to the pike at Stephen Hole Run and joined up
sdvance, M e troope in the Levels and there turned and stopped the
e 31i1 Pointeomi cannon firing that day across the valley of Stamping
Phom it ooacard nt‘HarxirEll' at Huntereville, got word in the night time
escaped the trap. - nton and from Stephen Hole Run, that Thompson had

Avere , L
gz_:ii E°V“? glﬁ_HuntchVille army down Beaver Creek, Thursday,
lonel in chatee of {gﬂcﬁine, Mill Point at 8 a. m. He had ordered
o st Hill and join him at ﬁltﬂrlinton army to cut out the barricade on
a2l Point at the same th.i Folnt, and both wingse of the army arrived
* 14 notion an . me. The effect of this was to put the Con-
%8 OVerlonkdne }fcy retired from the plains around Hillsboro to
o that town, and erected embankments and fortiri-
7 the mfunbnin overlooking the Levels where the pike
b Aver ~HE Bouth. '
T T . ies —nd attank an THUPSGRESS

leading by Greenbank to Huntersville.
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’ g::pmma 3322:}'::;; eneral John Echols. mu-fgr:eéoggt;-e
rorcof':;e“:onth, was lying at Meadow Bluff, in qraenbr :

sylvania Cavalry,
the l4th Pennsy inie Infantry,

day ©
a of
ne federal force Was compose West VAYE
th th. 6th, and 10th, Ves .
. 24th Ohio Infantry, e Sth, ’ ned at Beverly in
gsrd and ¢ Artillery. This force had been statioaeher .

and one pattery oThe federal force was uncer command of

Randolph county.
Averell. vattle have been
ding this ba e
™e movement of the two armies prece - the first week
ollows: In the
ty to have been as et him him

3 thori
traced bY competent au erel Duffie to me
in November,Nleegéegegzﬁa;agvzzgii or:frzﬁdengrle ioa Eton Kanawha,l
at £ p. m., Nove . 1v and had 110 miles to go. Averel
g ljes. Averell marched from Beverly
i:gcgid Lewisburg on Saturday November 7th, at 2 p. m., and found ?@at_
puffie had got there at 10 &.'m. :
Sunday and came over  Cheat mountain by

v of cng::rgiidégf:ngezzitgegnbyugam; Bartow, where they left the Staunton
;a%agkersburg Turnpike and took the road leading by Greenbank to Huntersville
They reached Huntersville on Wednesday at noon, and there Averell
. Bears. that:Colidl. B Thompson;: with q&x&j;%tp Virgipia Cavalny, was at
jard the Sottom, B dhe. Greenbrien Aricse. 1Ayerell, sent the Lath Pennsyl-
vanie Cavalry and the 8rd West Virginia Mounted Infantry down Beaver Creek
4o ford Hive ‘rfver-elghtomiles ‘pexrmodor, south-of dfarlinton to jeut off
- Thorpson-at-Stepnen Hole “Run on-the Marlin-Lewiksburg Turnpike, and sent the
and 8th West Virginia mounted infantry to HMarlinton with Ewing's Battery.
~con, apprehending his danger, left in a hurry and cut a barricade of

or so distant from the bridge,

.6 across the pike on Price Hill, a mile
+ tne Tederalf forces to the pike at Stephen Hole Run and jolined up

confederate troops in the Levels and there turned and stopped the
There was some cannon firing that day across the valley of Stamping
w111 Point. Averell, at Huntersville, got word in the night time
ommand at Marlinton and from Stephen Hole Run, that Thompeon hac
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A wravial -y
Averell m

oved his Huntersville army down Beaver Creek, Thursday,

t 3 a{ »n. —and reaching ¥ill Point at 8 a. m. He had ordered

in chnarge of the Marlinton army to cut out the barricade on
nim at Mill Point, and both wings of the army arrivea

the came time. The effect of this was to put the Con-
t8 1a 3 anu they retired from the plains around Hillsboro to

tente overlooking that town, and erected embankments and fortifi-
ov of the mountain overlooking the Levels where the plke

- e —— -
£0Lng south.

s e N &t the reason he Gid not attack on Thursday, when
.y "a€ Lonfederates in the Levels was that he was thirty :ﬂmr .
“TI8DUE gl tiat Af he Arove his enemy forward that Gay they
: ‘ore guffmy Duffie would have arrived Iroa

ATE e nwa 4
* B 3 thaot

T3+ ¥

on off fromw the mountain, but Jackson beat thexm
o oooupied by Averell.

Touretay 1 v all that wae done was to try to go arounc

t the next

L . "
poeition before dayliight

£t ané they took up thelis

L
AT ‘.!‘
to be ready to ohRAYEe Up

EneEyAvania 1o the
¢ : BDDEA'ed



C. & GEORGIA A. BEARD.

[# }

Note dated April 6th, 1934, for $10,000.00, due August
gth, 1954, and secured by a deed of trust dated October léth, 1924,
on all the real estate and personal property owned by the Marlinton

Hotel Company. Sald debt with interest is as follows:

Principal : $10,000.00
Interest from -8-6-1934 to 1-1-1935 : R 241 .64
Total $10,241 .64

Your Commissioner reports that the liens 6f the Bank of
Yarlinton and G. C. and Georgia A. Beard are of equal dignity, both
being eecured by the same deed of trust, the Rockbridge National
Sank of Lexington, Virginia, having'assigned its lien by virtue of.

f21d deed of trust to G. C. and Georgia A. Beard.

LIENS OF THE THIRD CLASS.

TARMRS & MERCHANTS BANK OF MARLINTON.

Niote dated April l4th, 1954, for §$5,360.00, with a credit
¢ $00.00, due July l4th, 1934, and secured by a deed of trust dated
Lober 16wy, 1926, on all the real estate and personal property

“8e Uarlinton Hotel Company. Sald debt with interest 1s

$5,300.00 -3
4 Lo _'__1-13__‘\3 _M .-A



5. C. & GEORGIA A. BEARD.
- ' August
Note dated April 6th, 1934, for $10,000.00, due

.4n. 1954, and secured by a deed of trust dated October l6th, 1924,
O Lidy -
on all the real estate and personal property owned by the Ma;linton

uotel Company. Sald debt with interest is as follows:

principal $10,000.00
1nterest from -8-6-1934 to 1-1-1935 241 .64
$10,241.64

Total

Your Commissioner reports that the liens of the Bank of
:hflinton and G. C. and Georgia A. Beard are of equal dignity, both
being secured by the same deed of trust, the Rockbridge National
Bank of Lexington, Virginia, having assigned its lien by virtue of

said deed of trust to G. C. and Georgia A. Beard.

LIENS OF THE THIRD CLASS.

FARMERS & MERCHANTS BANK OF MARLINTON.

- s -

Note dated April 14th, 1934, for $5,360.00, with a credit
of $60.00, cdue July 14th, 1934, and secured by a deed of trust dated
October 15th, 1926, on all the real estate and pérsonal property

i€C by the Marlinton Hotel Company. Sald debt with interest 1is
OLlowe: '
Frincipal $5,300.00
7-14-1934 to 1-1-1935 148.10
$5,448.10

LIENS OF THE FOQURTH CLASS.
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4y: end commenced to fire on the batteries on.top of the mountain. L
~en's Sattery was placed on the left of the plze between Hilleboro

¢ the foot of Droop Mountain. Gibson's Battallion and the 10th

sest Virginia were held in or near Hillsboro on the pPike. The 2nd, 3rg,

~a 8th, West Virginla Regiments were placed to the right of the pike

rermsylvania, in all 1175 wmen, were sent by the long nine mile detour
to the right by Lobella, and while they sterted long before daylight
they ¢id not reach the battle field until 1:45 P. m. In the meantime a

-----

great deal of cannon firing had been going on.

About nine o'clock, the Confederates announced by cheers and by
tanik music, and by the display of flags, that Major General Echols had
orought hls army up. This must have caused Averell some apprehension
considering the position he held with the Confederates holding the
zountain top. He had not attacked the day before for good and sufficient

reason. We shall see later how he won on this day with the odds against

The @onfederate line of position was as folléws: Edgar's Battal-
1ion on the river road to Greenbrier. On the farmland on the brow of the
Zountain where the battle was fought was the 22nd Virginia Cavalry; 19th
Yirginia Cavelry; 20th Virginia Cavalry; 14th Virginia Cavalry; Derrick's

allion; Jackson's Batteries. On the Lobelia-Jacox road: Nobody. The
-4T¢ Lo guard the road leading in from the rear costs the Confederates
tattle. At 1:45 p. m., the flanking party arrived and came through
" ¥oods firing as they came. It is said to have been one of the most
_i°cen and most fearful fires that men were ever subject to. In about an

“9uT, the Confederates were in full flight.

KEXAXEXEXX
s Ae soon as Averell heard his flanking party commence to fire, he
Ved the 2nd, 3rd, and 8th regiments obliguely to the right up the
‘“-iin. The horses had been left at the foot of the mountain. They
© Cul on top of the mountain exactly on the left of the flanking army
“Lier they advanced on the breastworks of the Confederates and
_ “t vas over An a few minutes, and the Confederate army in full
“URL. The loeees on both eldes was heavy.

s ™8
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PUCAHUNTAS COUNTY
m
=
Chapter 4 - vection 4 - Incidents in Battle of Droop Liountain.

[

Tne uroop lsountein Sattlefield Commission has tried to
merk the position of the different units and by actual survey
and measurements, that the rarkers which they have planted
and the maps which they have prepared, mey be a sure guide to
tie public, and the descendants of the soldiers that fought
the battle, and point to the very spot where their fathers
stood in the greatest.battle ever fought on uwest Virginia soil.

Ililton Butcher, who was Jackson's courier, carried
the last order thet his chief gave. The order was to Col.

-errick, and read, "Fall back to pike, west of artillery.n

Ze delivered the dispatch but his horse was killed and he wes

ceptured, but made his escape.

«&jor Kester, who commanded the 46th Batallion was in
front of the 28th CUhio. Je stopped their advance and they were
“6ck, whereupon Kester shouted to his men to stand firm for two

-futes, saykng they were whipped, but before the two minutes
"Y€ up the 10tn .est Virginia coming up as Colonel loor seays
“h & report, "just in the nick of time", turned the tide or

* e

*+®, £nd the Lajor found it more convenient to run than

~BOuUt this time the Confederate lineowas reinforced by
“Our companies of the “énd Yirginia Infantry, and one company
of ¢

the 14ta Virginie vavalry dismounted. They poured a Geadly

‘ife I'rom behingd & fence into the ranks of the 10th .est Vir-

T
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ginia Infentry, and especially into VYompany F, which happened
o be in an exposed position, and meny of its members were be-
ine shot down, and many wounded and some oi its members began
to tell back. Their Captain was in prison and the First

Lieutenant was on staff duty, and the company had but one com-
manding officer, Lieutenant Henry Bender. John D. Baxter, the
orderly sergeant was in advance of the compeny. ~t this point
our chairmean saw the condition of the company and went up to

Saxter and requested him to get back and help line up the com-

L = ]

any. To this request Baxter never replied but ran up and
<icked two or three rails off the fence and they both Jumped
over and Baxter received & mortal wound. W. F. Morrison,

- X. Barnett and John 4. Blagg we believe were the next to
cross the fence, and while crossing Blagg wes badly wounded
nd 3arnett had a leg shot off. Ilorrison escaped unharmed.
‘corge . lorrison, S5iles Carr and li. D. Shaver were the next
-Oupany F 1o cross the rail fence. This occurred near the

Civege of the battle. Ho braver man then J. D. Baxter ever
€8poused e ceuse or went to war. < few minutes later Ma jor
‘€y of the 22nd Virginia was mortally wounded, while irying
T6lly hie men to moke another stand. He was an officer and
“Sidier-of aering and courace.

‘%0 most pathetio scenes occurred at that battles

*16r tne bactle » squad of soldiers was detailed to sather
48 desd and Wounded, end amons the number thus deteileqd

"88 andrew J, Short of Jompany F, 10th West Virginia Infantry,
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ey were working in the night, and Short discovered a dead
;#éier, and took hold of his body to remove him to the place
;;ere they were bringing the dead and wounded soldiers. He felt
a crooked finger on the dead soldier's hand, and the size and
feel of the men convinced Short that he was his brother, John.
He, therefore, called for someone to bring a light, saying
thet he had found his brother, and when he had the light, he =
found for & certainty that it was his brother.

ifter the battle 8 young woman was observed going emong
the dead looking intently into the faces of each dead Confed-
erate soldier. On being asked what she was looking for she
seid, "I am looking for George" ., She was the guest at the
-oze of Colonel licNeill. She had recently married and was
tie wife of Captain George I. Davisson of Lewis County.

.‘-: - *
-

one through the battle unharmed and was far Irom the scene

George

“onflict when his wife was looking amorg the dead.,

while

every battle has its tragedies, yet in most every

“attle there 18 some amusing incident, James Sisler was Cols

‘son's brigadier quartermaster, and hagd charge of the trains

[

FGinence supplies. He recently related that at the close

‘@ Dattle

when they were on the retreat ang in great con-

“8 Toed up to Colonel vYackson and askeqd him what he

e

‘O Wilh the wagon train, and vackson sald, "Damneq ip I
isler saiqd 1

uat he tnen ordered the teamsters to

‘OLT wagons, and retreat on the Lawiaburg Pilke. He saiq
* Gonfusion that the toanm of Ugnera) Eohols! ordinance
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sagon beoame frightened, and whitled around, breeking the tongue
off the wagon. They then put some fence rails on the wagon to
set it on fire, and he said for several years after, the war,
people would come to gather up scattered lead over the fields.
Hamilton Riggs, a member of the 10th west Virginia
Infentry, is authority for the story illustrating the coolness
of Colonel larris in battle and under heavy fire. ithile Colonel
Harris was leading h1§ regiment into position for the final charge
at Droop lountain, he passed to & section so rough that he had
dismounted and was leading his horse. A bullet from the Con-
.Tederate lines passed through the long, red beard then worn by
the Colonel, cutting out & wisp. He stripped out the severed
whiskers and as he dropped them to the ground, turned to Adjutant
John ¥Warnicke and said, "John, take my horse back to the rear;
I'm afraid he'll get shot." Then he continued to lead the

cheérge on foot.

Prior to the Battle of Droop lountain there were no con-

“lderable Confederate forces anywhere in West Virginia except

in the Greenbrier Valley, which was held by the Confederates from

4
'8 hesd to 1ts foot, a distance of about one hundred seventy

mile
les, sna which protected Virginia from attacks from the west,

For :
the purpose of dislodging these Confederate Tforces, General

&Ver
©l1l was Airected L0 march from Beverly, West Virginia,. %o
Lewit ’

b
Sburg and 1t was while on the march that he met the enemy

el




ot Uroop Mountein. ttle was there fought on the 6th day
¢ November, 1863, between the forces commended by General
sverell, and the confederatq‘éroroas by Generel John Echols
and Colones Wwilliem L. Jack89§.

it a distance, it would look like common consent that
the forces were to be assembled for a finel test of strength.
seneral Averell, with a very formidable force, left Beverly
on “ov. 1lst, to find the enemy anfl give battle wherever he
might be found. General WM. L. Jackson, commanding a brigade
and several other units, battalions and companies, was joined
by General Zchols on the morning of the 6th, by a 5plendad
brigade of fighting men. General Averell encountered the
confederates in force at Mill Point on the morning of the
oth, and drove them to the foot of Droop lMountain, and there

cazped for the night. On the morning of the 6th, General

ave

i |

ell threw out a strong skirmish line that cleared his

B dsleh s
=

nt to the foot of the mountaim. About 9 A. M. the 10th

+ V&, Inft., 28th Ohio Inft., and one compeny of the 1l4th

“®. Usnv. and two pieces of Ewing's Battery were sent ar-

“end on s beck roed six and one-h@8lf miles where they Tformed,

"-7‘1 5t

struck the enemy in rorce. Here is where the prinecipal

"4 hsrdest part of the batile was fought, and in passing

CYsr

“ne small plot of cleared land, not comprising more than

°te acre, thirteen were killed and forty-seven were wounded.

e (

r
o .

those wounded died later, 80 1f this battlefield gover-

+ g

‘early two thousand aores of land and fought on by seven




tnousand determined soldiers, what would the casuaslty list have

yeen, if the land had been eleared. Averell then formed the

2nd, 3rd, and 8th West Va, Mounted Infantry, with a portion of

the 14th Pa. Cavalry in line of battle, who succeeded in driv-
{ng the Confederate foroas,gégmposed of the 22nd Virginia Inft.
end 19th Va. Cav. and other units up the mountain, near the
summit. While further on the left of the Confederate line we
find & portion of Colgnel averell's regiment, 20th Va. Colonel
command ing, Kessler's Battalion, 23rd Va., lia jor Blessing;
four companies Jerrick's battalion, a portion of the 22nd Va,.

antry. some of these units have been twice named because

&8s ihe Tfighting became more severe on the Confederate left, they
veakened their right by sending reinforcements tc strengthen
T -28 -'-ei‘t.

‘he forces engaged in the battle were composed of twelve
ederate units regiments, battalions and independent companies.
nile the Union fogces were composed of nine units, reg-

#nts and battalions, there wag}but @& slight difference in the
°rs composing the two armies, the 10th Vest Virginia infantry
‘e 2%rd Ohio that comprised the flanking party and dig the

‘pel fightiag was reported @8 1175 soldiers while the 22nd
Infentry, Confederate, W8S reported officielly at 550
*“lers strong end the 23rd Virginie Battalion 350 strong.
B osershell with 125 dismounted cavalry, Captain Jerring's

hEiion 300, end Maejor Lesler's BBttalion und other units

Q@ & very elegant fighting force, These units were con-
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centrated on

50 it was & hatt]é
equal numbers. B

‘hat turned the tid
Confederate General tggﬂ

tece of the situation and turned the flenk of the enemy with

tis infaniry and gave them sud 8 slight margin for their es-

cape which caused much confusio
=11 that saved the Confederates from being cut off was

the lake that Protecteﬁ_theii.y;ﬁ

» Tlank.  If Generals Jackson
. ¥
énd Zchols had fortified the back road over which the flanking _i

2aits merched, and protected the ir lines by fallinf timber angd 3

tenporary breast works on the side, which they hagq

&oundant time to do, their position would have been inpregnable.

“4e mere heizht of a mountain 18 Of 1

tefending it, if they are not protected by breast works,
*.e 10th Jest Va. Infanﬁﬁy'sueﬁ5**3'

d in gaini ng & position or .
e left of the Confederate line, the confederate commander, .

‘%€ their peril and danger of b---i
e !'onda being blocked b;v caval
wised nuoh conifusion, '

oY

L+l &

s Ler ”1“.’.' N‘ ‘J ;_ _‘,r:
““Sprehend the .‘m:‘
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Pertiel reports made by the leading of'ricers who par-

ticipated in the Battle of Jroop “ountain.

General averell's Report:

Cn the first day of November, I left Beverly with my
comzand consisting of the 28th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Col.

a. lioor; 10th west Virginia Infantry, Col. T. M. Harris;

2nd West Virginis Mbuntedrlnfantry, Lieut. Col. A. Scott;

3rd West Virginia liounted Infantry, Col. J. H. Oley; 14th
Penmnsylvania Cavalry, éol. J. N. Schoonmaker; Gibson's Bat-
telion and Batteries B & G, First iest Virginia Light artillery,
Cept, J. V. Keeper and C. T. Ewing.

Un the morning of the 6th we approached the enemy's
position, The infentry snd one corps of cavalry was sent to .
tne right to ascend a range of hills, with orders to attack the
€neny's left and rear, the attack of our infantry, 1,175 strong
%2s conducted skillfully by Col. Moor.

The 2nd, 3rd, and 8th, dismounted, were moved in line
obliguely to'the right, until their right was joined to lioorts
‘eft.  Col. Moor ways when he arrived in front of the enemy's
»sition, at 1:45 P. M. he rformed @ line and ordered Col.

Harris
“WOve up in doudble Quick, who arrived in the nick of time.

Lieut, Col. Scott's Report.
Lieut, Col. Alex. Jeott, 2nd VWest Virginia Mounted In-
Tuntry, Bays that about 12 o'eclook, having moved to the rront,

'l wug ordered to dismount my command and fight on foot, and
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wsas ordered to take a position between the third and eighth.
.¢ this time we found the 3rd, Sth end 14th Pennsylvenia Cav-
alry in line of battle, with Jackson's force. The 2nd, 3rd
and 8th west Virginia Infantry, immediately in front of the

breast works".

I went into action with two hundred men; out of that number,
there were nine killed, ‘fourteen wounded, two mortally wounded,

seven severly and five.slightly.

Report of Colonel John OUley
Zighth VWest Virginia MNounted Infantry. After taking my
place witu column on the morning of the 6th, I was ordered to
clear the hills up to the foot of ~roop liountain of Skirmishers,
and pickets, about 1P. K. I was notified that the 2nd and 3rd
~ounted Infantry would take a position on my right, asnd was or-
iered to essesult the enemy's works in conjunction with them.

Col. Yames N. Schoonmaker's Report

vol. James N. Schoonmeker, 1l4th Fennsylvania Cavalry

-

Peys thet "On the morning of the 6th, I was ordered with my

sment and Keeper's Battery, to move to the extreme right of

enemy, who hed egain teken a position on the almost nat-
FEily Tortified summit of Uroop lountain, and Keep up a fire

their forces that their attention misht Ye drawn from Col.

'} 4
i

fLO weas L0 noke an uttack on their left. Knowing of the

‘tlended sssauly of Col, loor, I imuediately got my regiment re=

ed, and passed with two seotions of srtillery on the double

_—___¥,, S .



" dn the 1lst d&y éf'ﬂﬁkemher, I moved with the Briga&o
and continued with itﬁuﬁ%ilﬁﬁhéﬁﬁth;déy.of Hbiemher, on ihiahvﬂay
I marched to Cackleytown, by way of liarlin's Bottom, with the
train”. -

lne 10th west Virginia Infantry lost eight killed and
twenty-seven wounded.

The 28th Ohio Infantry lost five killed and twenty-one

wounded,

CONFEDERATE REPORTS.

Brig. General John Echols,

Gen. Echols says that he placed his iorces at the crest
of the mountain. The batteries of Chapman and Jackson under
*he command of Major W. lMelaughlin, were placed near where Col.

Jackson had placed two pieces of his battery under the com=-
nend of Capt, Lurty.

“ol. G. 3. Patton was pleced in command of the First
4 zenao, viz: the 22nd Virginia Infantry, Maj. R. 4. Bailey;
the ¢3rd Virginis Battalion, Major im. Bleasing commanding;
then st the right of the turnpike road near the suumit, and
*4J. Belley's 22nd4 Hegiment in the resr of the Sattery.

his time, Colonel Thompson's 19th Virginia
o the lers

at

Cavalry was nqvo;
with one Lundred end seventy-five men nnd.-tc

W
s " -
) : ‘. 5w LR Tre o
'.".':—:." - R - T
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shortly reinforced by six companies of the 23rd Bettalion,
Later, Colonel Patton was ordered to detach these companies
of the 22nd Virginie Infentry under Captain John K. Thompson.
Colonel George 3. Patton commanded Ichol's Brigade. The
22nd Virginia went into aétion with five hundred and fifty.
strong, losing one hundred and thirteen in killed, wounded
end missing. The 23rd Virginia Battalion, three hundred
and fifty strong, lost: sixty-one in killed, wounded and
missing.

Three companies of the 22nd under Captain ‘hompson,
one hugdred and twenty-five strong, lost nine killed,

thirty wounded, twelve missing. Battle ended at 4 P. M,

Heport of liaj. Wm. Blessing, 23rd Virginia Sattalion
When the fighting became very severe I was ordered to
“&rch with six companies:to the support of “aptain Marshall,
"0, with one hundred and twenty-five dismounted cavalry, was
“#ing forced back on the left.
"€ were then forced back to a fence at the Bloody Angle,
'® ¥ere then reintorced by three companies or the 22ng Vir-

anie Infentry, snd one dismounted company of the 14t Vir-

.-":h. "‘.."Jlry.

Heport of Colonel Thompson

tolonel ihompson, 1lYth Virginia Uavulry' Says that he

4t one hundred cavalry under ocowmand or Captain “arshall
’

k
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fov. 1, 1863--Cen. W. W. Averell left Beverly, West Virginia
§§§§, %: 186%—-@311. A. N. Duffie left Gharlestog, West Virginia
Nov. 5, 1863--Cen. John Echols occupied Droop lountain : !

Iumbexr of troops engaged (Union)----4700

Humber of troops (Confederate)----- 3950
Number Killed (Union)-----—-——---——--o- 130
Number killed@ (Confederate)--—----=- 400

Troops from Vest Virginia, Virginia, Ohio and Pennsyl-
vania took part in the battle.

The Battle of Droop liountain was fought November 6th,

1563 between Union Forces, commanded by Brig. Gen. William W,

Averell, U. S. Army, and confederates troops under the command
of Erig. Gen. John Echols, C. S. Army.

Cne of the reasons for the meeting of these +wo forces in

Yest Virginia at this time was; The western rart of Virginia was

nhabited by people who were in favor of

the Union, so June 20th,
863

the old state of Virginia became divided into Vi

rginia and
Segt Virginia,

Confederate troops then were sent into the newly formed

Biste 50 88 to harass the Union troops in that vioinity, also to 0
S 1
“resk down the morale of the People who had left the .0ld state of

"irginia, The Southern Troops were very Successful, They occupied 1
f

the Ureerbrier Valley with Headquart

from Lewisburg via Union to the Virginia border was the only tm |
&ble road to Virginia and Tennesueo and s

ot Ak
had the Union troops TR
were looated in the vioinity of ) p S a8
4380 winter was coming and the ©

0rs at Lewisburg. The road

P

¥ina and near Charleston : e
enfederate forces had to be a:
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were living off of the a@ﬁntry anﬁ the peOple viere insistins

that aid be sent to tham.

On October 26th, Gen Benjamin Kelly, U. S. Army ordered

General Averell, who at that time was stationed at Beverly, West
Virginia, to move to Lewisburg and capture Or drive away any Con-

sederate forces stationed in that vicinity. Also to join forces

with General Duffie who left Charleston November 3rd, 1863 at 6:00 Al

for Lewisburg. After a junction of the two forces, they were to
move to Union, W, Va. and thence to Virginia and Tennessee R.R.,
at Dublin Station and destroy the railroad bridge'over New River.
Ceneral Averell moved on the 1lst day of November and imme-
diately contacted gorilla bands and small detachments of confed-
erate troops. The forces of Gen. Averell were able to push back
all resistance and on November 5th, reached the town of Hillsboro,
Vest Virginia, about 3 miles from Droop Mountain and 33 miles from
Lewisburg. The Union forces vere advised that General Duffie
viould not reach Lewisburg, until November 7th so didn't attack

until the morning of November 6th, 1863.

The plan of attack by the Union troops was as follows:
14th Pennsylvania Cavalry were placed near the Locust Creek bridge
in sight of the Confederate lines, and kept moving around giving

the appearance of starting towards the Southern lines.

FYeepers battery was placed on the hill above Beards Mill

and immediately opened fire on the Confederate batteries on top of

Droop Mountain zbout 8:00 A. 1, Eivon's battery was placed %o the
left of the turnpike between Hillsboro and Droop

Gibson's bat-
tallion and the famous 10th V.

Va. Infantry was held in readiness
on the pike at Hillsboro.




The 2nd, 3rd, and 8th West Virginia liounted Infentry Reg-=
sments were on the right of the turmpike out of sight about two
niles from the base of Droop lMountain. The 28th Ohio Infantry
with one company of the 1l4th Peﬁnéylvania Cavalry (about 1200
=~en in all) were sent'on a long detouf to the right via Lobelia

o come over the Jacox road and take the Confederates on the left

¥ o |

~1enk. This movement started about 5:00 A. M. and due to condi-
tions of the roadé, did not complete the march until 1:45 P.M.
The position of the Southernors was as follows: On the
river road, Edgaxr's Battalion; on the brow of-the mountain facing
the Union troops from right and left, 22nd Virginia Cavalry under

atton; 16th Virginia Cavalry under Co. Cochran; Dorricks

e e e £ T
aveallon o

£ Infantry, Jackson's batteries; liajor Blessing with
companies of the 23rd Battalion was placed on the Lobelia-Jacox

overing the left flank. The right flank was protected by

- P o~ e - B
B Sveep mountain.

Avout 1:45 P. M. November 6th, 1863, the flanking varty that
been sent via Lobelia reached the Confederate lines and imme-

ately attacked. The 2nd, 3rd, and 8th Regiments immediately
1 a direct attack up the face of Droop NMountain, They joined

n the flanking party, and drove the Confederates back

burg. Due Yo the road being narrow the Confederates

‘usion-~Coavalry and Infantry all mixed up together.
onel Thompson was in command of the rear suard of the
-ecerate and 1% was through his strong defense that the South

woere able to withdraw without muoh loss of life or

Another thing that might have influenced the retreat
eneral Averell did not wish to puah the Confederates




.0a fast, as he wante

~ut them off. The Conf

some equipment. < |
&
This battle was 'i:he decidius poin'h in West Virginia. After

e entire state was in the hends of the Northern armies.

S3.a 3
vnilS Wl

nteresting part of General Echol's report is
re brought safely through with

One very i

quoted: "Wy artillery and trains we

+he exception of one Dbrass Howitzer belonglng +o0 Chapman's batter&,

wihich broke completely down during the retreat so that it had to be

1eft this offering the enemy the only trophy of which they can

d-u-

- "
poast.

This cannon 1S supposed to have been buried in the swamp

on Droop Jountain, but has never been found. FYor those who visit
+ne Droop Mountain Battle Field, a large mep has been drawn show-
ing the position of the troop the day of the batile, also the

10cation of Camp Price, a larger and more distinct map

prcsent
+han could pe shown here.
narkers and other items of interest.

This larger map shows location of

momuments,
CO. 2598’

will enjoy ghowi

1mp1«mentn an

ceC invites all to visit the Battle Field and
ng to visitors the old battle trenches, breastworks

2
4 other interesting things.
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BEVERLY UNDER ARTILLERY FIRE. ‘
By Thomas J. Arnold, Elkins, W. Va. \p

in expedition that proved disastrous to the Confeder-
ates, and likewise for some who were not, was that connected
with the occupation of Bevgrly,'Va., now West Virginia, during
the Yar between the States. -

At the time of the Imboden raid throuzh Western Virginia
(fpxril, 1€63), Gen. Williém L. Jdackson, who accompanied Imboden,
casuelly remarked while in Beverly that he was coming back there
o spend the 4th of July. OFf course, no ocne ook the remark se-
ricusly. Although it was commonly repeated aftexviards, as well to
the Tederal commander as others, it passed mmheeded. Sure enough,
¢ third day of July, a Confederate force unexpectedly appeared
south of and in the vicinity of Beverly, under the commend of Gen;

"111iam'L. Jackson, who dispatched a detachment under Maj. Js B.

Lady on the road leading northward, west of the river to its in-

eroecticn with the road leading to Buckhannon, in order to cut

He having previously dispatched

‘etachnent under the command of Col. A, C. Dunmn, by a

o ———
a Wia's

» eastward of the main road, with orders to occupy the

+ lesding to Philippi, northward of Beverly, thus cutting off

rent in that direction, He planted his artillery on the slope

%6 hill, about one and one-half miles southwest of Severly
. = 2

ened Tire on the Tederals, who were hurriedly sathered within

oir JTortifiontion, The Confederate runs were of small calibex
?

1, prohebly due to inferior fmrunition, most of the shells fell

™, landing in Beverly.




Col. Thomas If, Harris, of the 10th Virginia (Tederal)
Reriment, and who at a later period attained unenviable notoriety,

a member of the military court that tried and convicted lirs.

as
Surratt and sent her to the scaffold, was in command of the Fed-

rels. CGuards were stationed on 21l the roads leading from Beverly;

and no one--man, woman, or child--was pexrmitted to pass these

ol A

~ards; hence 2ll eiviliens were confined to the limits of the

tovm and were thereby subjected to the fire of the Confederate

.

artillery. Although this firing continued for a considerable vart

ol Two days, no citizens viere injured, and@ but few houses were strucl:
e skaelle

Lo el @

It has always been the understanding, vhich is probably cor-
that The detachment Jackson sent +o approach Beverly from
-ne north and open the attack, had in the course of their march

d a supply of apple brandy; and the detachment became so intoz-

rnto A e )

ica » that They lost sight of and interest in the undexrtaking
. - -
Jeckson waited impatiently throuchout the first day for the offsi
cer in command of this sachn malk
0L This detachment to male the attack, as pre-

anredy the second day he was still exmects 1t ¥ 1
_ st eivecving it every momentv, bus

e are o v Lyt mN1 N4 - A L —
ved no intelligence., MAlong toward noon there appeared, ag
L e ) -
vne velley, west of the river, an amy of mownted men
) 3 e ¥ >

e To svieep everything before then. It wa

as Averill's fla

1 Aners - NELE ! icdal ;
S ol Llxy. It was a2 formida le force. There
3 164 0 2}z r
wOLL S0r Jackson to do--zet out as rapidly as
L { r oI f"]. Ol - ™ o ) ) I i
18 he proceeded to do, and accom-
p \ ! ‘ ‘u-.‘ 14 Falelel,
L1l that he escaped with dbut slight loss,
en. sdiam L, Jeokson, while on the

bench vrioxr to the

‘y A0 held & temm o oour {
© es oourt in leverly, Xnew many of the

D 4




. 2 : e
itizens, and was familiar with the country in the vieinivy.

Immediately following the fight, and while Averill was still in

pursuit of Jackson, Colonel Harris dispatched guards through the

countyy north of Deverly, who arrested quite a large number of

itizens, all of whom were peaceable, law-abiding men--good citizens,

ey were marched into RBeverly and formed in line near the old

courthouse. Colonel Harris then walked along the front of the line

and put this question to each one separately: "Are you a Union

' ary
ees O 11 e o

an? vhen vhe answer was directly in the affirmative, the man was

passed., When the ansvier was, "Iy sentiments are ith the South,"

or its ecquivelant, Harris ordered the person giving such answer +to

varze two steps forward. Several of those in line, in reply to the

uestion, stated that they were "Constitutional Union men"; of

atter were Lemmox Camden, a brother of Judge G, D, Camden,

anc Charles V. Russell, the latter, a late leading merchant ana
Imovn throughout the county, and who was a Un nion man This

e et o avtls 1.

r evidently, in the opini f H id i

Y, i€ opinion of Harris, did nos constitute
cient loralty, for in each instance where this answer was

£ .4 r 3

'; such person was ordered to take the two steps to the front
: - - - -

there were thirteen in the
cd iine. The number in this instance in the course of time

. P ysd rrly 4y . » z .
a Irightful exemplification of all that has ever been

c*

T, 4 2 i 4 - L - % &
o4 v0 4% in The vay of being an omen of Gisas

¥‘:“
yerstition. e

=Y el
ValllX waon ‘.:ql:'ln I'.i' lﬁ\: < 4 .1.01,
LU il GOl
LS

e Federal prison at Port Delnw -
' vt Delavare, The namnes of those
. [

n, nxrleas V7, fussell, Thom




1eary, ond Allen Isnex,

The public at the time attridbuted these arrests TO Earris's

:ntense hatred of Southern sympathizers and his chagrin and anger at

Tackson'!s hav

s

K QU =

S

realized constitute

< 9 -
ost in not having
233 e SV
this surpri
s g LS o e
ers to Colonel Dunn
.
f himself and his

o::son had succeeded in withdrawing his troops and escaping without
sterial loss, all of which was intensified by the rebuke and crit-
icism administered by CGeneral Averill, his superior officer. Averill,
a West Point graduate, had no special admiration for civilis
wy officers like Harxis,
ere is little doubt that Harris was smarting under Averilil's
...... , and especially as Averill attridbuted his ovm failure
t, if not to capture, Jackson's commend to Harris's fail-
r him (Averill) in time. Avexrill, in his official
, says: "Had Colonel Earris furnished me with timely warm-
e approach of the enemy, I should have killed, capvtured,
" entire comand. As 1t was, he received dbut a
"
: \ several occasions, most strenuous efforts were
a ralense « these men from Fort Delaware where
e phoen “he public generally dnew they were

R T T I R

ring reached the immediate vicinity of Beverly
s Imowledze, and especially as Jackson had made announcement of
intended coming several months in advance;
ted a severe reflection upon the commandexr of the

been more alert, and in allovﬂng himself to be

e T I
e s N S p

vithout

all of which Harxrris

the miscarraiage of Jackson's

resulted in the probable capture

and also, the further faect that




wn o -
yeent of any

Eahald

charge; a number of them were influential men;

sut all efforts were without avail until virtually half of them
nad died in prison. \Vhen finaily the survivors, seven in number,
eased, one of them, Lennox Camden, died before reaching
neme. Another, Philip Isner, died a few days after reaching home.
Smith Crouch and John Crouch died very soon afterwafds. The three
wvivors, Charles W. Russell, Thomas B, Caplinger, and George

L

aplinger, were so oroken in health as to suffer from the effects

ir incarceration ané treatment to the day of their demise.

Harr»is had, prior to the war, been a2 countxry doctor, prac-

~ed in Ritchie Cownty (now VWest Virginia) and later, located in
nville in the same State. After he became identified with the
cause, he became intensely partisan. In those days intense
{sanship was the stepping-stone, for many, to promotion. Earris

risen to the rank of colonel of the 10th Virginia (Federal)

nt, as stated. This regiment contained many good men, and

. ' el o 2 1z 3 T4 - T e -
letested Harris., His unpopularity was such that while
e A e —
- 1= % - ~ b -+ 5
+ everly, ne vias sSnov at one n_:':‘!-':: 'b:- sone of his reg
his reg-
- L PR 5, = . T -
1let passing through his whiskers. OFf this I wa
- O Vel

his commissioned officers, ZElevated to the rank
1, Harris seemed to have become obsessed with an exalted
e el l O

minence that such an appointment carried

-
—— - * Maar =] A r . 44 » : -
ned at Deverly, a long tinme. “AVINE the nower of a
! 1@ X 4 U4 &
- 168} ""“.'l‘l“‘-l egosnecially ne 3 ~ -]
8 3 ‘i ‘A » o] Ridy Qo JIC Jee wea Y'Y YAanaes
w CVel reaqy to
Lo CEYT Tt thie unreld 11éy and 14 ayn boan ) .
0 And disreputable who approached
si P % et a4 . . .
' 5 . e H§ ( o Aad Whiioh " w31y )
: e resulted generally
s - on L 9 i ¥ ' 1
( ' reported, It wula be
t & o0 1 i . - &
: € e Bnd 1 preswme it
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NOVEMBER 6,1863

By CAPT. E.R. nowuzv

EVENTS AND DATES PREGEEDIEG BATTLE AR

v, 1,-1863--Gon. W. ¥W. Avorcll loft Bovcrly, ‘lfost Va
oY, O, 1863-=Gone Ae No Duffic left Che .rlcston, We v--
ve 5, 1863--Gon. Jomn Echols ovececupicd Droop n!ounta:.
: Numbor of uroops engaged (Union)----4700
Number of troops (Confoderate)------3950
Numbor killed (Union)---=-= ——————— - 130
Numbor killed EConi'odcr".tc)--—— ----- 400
from ticst Virginie, 'hrguu.., Ohio and Penn=

sylv"m" took part in the battle. ;

The oottle of Droop | in the vicinity of Elkins
antoain was  fought Nov- | mnd anicar Charleston scpa-
t) 18¢3 boetircon | rated.’ flso winter ., wes
Foreos, commandod coming ‘and the Confedor-
e Willinm W ate forces had to o
eroll, U.Se Aray, cnd | draom out sc¢ that the
ifedernts Uroups under | line eould be mcintained.

id ol Brig. CGone | The Southorn eroocps wmre
-S. irrye. living off of thc councry
One of the rcasons for | and the paoilo wore insi-
i ' thcse two | sting that aid be sent to
2 Yost Virgini.s |‘Thom.
o  wnss Tho On Octeber 22th, Gon,.
*v of Virginie | Bonjamine Kelly, U.S..‘.mny
ited by poopnle | orderzd Ga:»r’xl sverell
fzvor of the | who ot that time .8
20th, 1863 | stotiencd ot Boverly,Yost
of Virginia Virginia, to move o)
iito Virg- | Ladisturg ~nd capturc or
Vir iade, drive mry  any Confod:-
roops thon | rate forcos stotioned in
he nouly th t vicinity. srlsu o
32 0 how 40in forces with Gonoral
troors ‘a | Duffio who 1.t Charlas-
lso %o ton Novembor 3rd, 1863
ral of av 6:00 i.Me for Lovis-
~d lel't | burg. After a junction of
Virginia, | the two rorccs, they were
i Tr.oops to move to Union W.Vo.und
f8iul « Thoy thoneo to Virginia and
nbricyr Tonnoasoe R.R., at Dublin
iarture ftztion "nd destrecy tho
i road rodlrond bridgg cvor Now
Union Hivor.
wrdor Gonpeal fivoroll mov.d
l able on the let day of Novou-
bor and imnodiataly

o | eontaotod gourilla bonds
vd id amcll dotaohmonts of

- JULY 31, 1936 |

——

" J i
Confcdorate troops. Tho
forcos of Gon. Averel
werce oble to push back
all rcsistonce and on No-
~sember 5th,reaciicd.. the
town of Hillsboro,W.Va.,-
about 3 miles from Drog

dountain and 33 milos !
from Lewisburg.The Union

forces arere advised that

e T

‘Goncral Duffic would not

rcach Lowd sburg until
November 7th so didn't
attock wntil the morning
of November oth,1863.
The plan of attack by

the Union troops was as

follows:14th Peansylvaia
Cavalry werc placed near
tho Leceust Cro.k bridge
in sight of thc Conficdc-
rato lincs, ond kopt
moving crognd giving the
appearance of starting
towards the Southerncr
lincse.

icepers ba ;tory LAY
plceed on the hill abovo
Soards Mill,ond immedia-
sely opencd firc on tho
Confederate battorios on
tor of Droop Mountain
aoout 8:00 L. LeBiven 's
bottory veis placedto the
loft off the turn pike
bctween Hillsboro  and
Droop. Gibson's batalliam
and the famous 10th W.Ve
Iifantry was held in ro-
adincss on the pike at
Hillsboro.

The 2nd, 3rd, and&th
Wost Virginia lounted
Infantry Rogiments were
on the right of tho turm
piko out off sight about
two miles from tho basc
of Drceeop Mountain.

To 26th Ohio Infwntry
with one compony of thoe
l4th Peansylvoniagavalry
(about 1200 wen in all)
wore sent onaling dot-
our to0 tho right wia
Libelia to como over the
Jeoox rond and toke tiv
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__MAP OF BATTLLFIELD

‘Jjust as

- =F J 1
—— v - e %_'_ * .‘ . “—
- a1, 1686 CANFON BALL [ ;?—' : _ S PAGE -
NS @ # - - - \ -
L 22 9 G L% | . Anothor . thing that
1edéL!A RD 70 KILLSBORD /—1 might havo influoncod tho

retroat wos that Gen. Av-
oroll did not .wish to
push tho Confodorates too
fast, as ho wantod Gone
puffio to roach Lowisburg
first and cut them off,
The Confcdoratcs rot-
roctod on thru the night
and passod thru Lowisburg
Genoral Duffio,
cnterod the town  from
the wost. Gonoral Duffio

. capturcd a fow strdgglors

and some cquipmonte
The battlo was tho
dociding. point in West

Virginia., Aftor this tho
entire statec was in the
honds of tho  Ndrthorn
armicsié

One very Aintcresting
part of Genoral -Echol's
report is quoted: "My art-
illery and trains' Were
brought safcly through
wvith the oxcoption'ocf onec
bross Howitzer belonging

ot Chapmant!s battery,
which ® broke . complctely

dowvm during +the rotreat
so that it had to be 1left
this offcring the ‘onomy
the only tropliy of which

s on the left | bor 6th, 1863, tho flank- thoy can boust,™
8 movemont sto-+] ing party that had boon This comnen is suppos=
5:00 L.h. con sent vic Lobolia rcached cd to have beou buried in
ticns of the | the Confodorate lincs and the swomp on  proop Moun-
not  complcte | immcdi-toly attoBked. tain, but hcs raover been
til 1:45 P.%, The 22, 3rd, and8th Bound. For +hcse whe
of ¢t logimcnts -dnmodiately | .visit the Drooo Mountain
¢ ns fol- | startod a dircet ctiact Battle Fiecld, a largn map
rivor rond, up tho face of Droop wou- has been dravm  showing
mj; on the | ntain.  They foinod force the position of the troop
mountoin with the flanking poarty, tho doy of tho  battlo,
M troops | ond drovo tho Confodorcto also the proscont location
ieft, 22nd | boek toward ™ Lovi sburg. | of Camp Price, o largor
\ry anddr Duo to tho road boing and more distinet map,
; 10th Vin- noarrow  tho . Confodorntos than could dbo shown horo,
/ ndur Col, wore in confusion-covalry This larger maps shows
¥ vbole and Infantry oll mixod looation of monumants,
’ son' e up togethor, markers and othor itoms of
' seing Colonel Thompaon was intorost.
8 f th in ocommond of tho roar Co. 2598, CCC, invitos
8 pl 3 gutrd of tho Confodorcte all td wvisit tho Battle
£ 1 i nd 1t was  through his Fiold nnd will enjoy show
' 't £l «b Birong dofonsc that tho ing to wvisitors tho old
fleak wig prot Jouthorn troops woro oble battle tronchos, dbroast-
_ i ln.! to withdraw without much works, gun implemonts, and
Lidd P} howi.m loss of lifo or oqui prang,

othor intorcosting thingse
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DROOF MOUNTAIN BATTLEFIELD

One of the herd fought battles of the Civil War
occurred at Droop Mountein, Poczhontas County, on November
6th, 1863, in which West Virginia Soldiers, both Confederate
and Union participated.

Droop Yountazin is a very high elevation--3000 ft--
verlooking the valley of the Greenbrier River, in the Little
Levels District of Pocahontas County and the far off perks

the Allegheny Mounteins meking it one of the most beauti-
ful scenic spots in West Virginia.
Each Army fought for what it believed to be right
end nearly all of the men who were actors in that bloody
-rema were West Virginians. The bitter struggle ended and
the animosity engendered by that conflict has .passed away
aniversel peace reigns..
The scene spread out before us was one of indescribable
ity and enchantment. Towering mountains, the smiling ang
le plaing, the famous historic Greenbrier River flowing
¢ bage of the rugged mountain --nowhere in all our travels
ve we pitnepred such scenic besuty or such a location for a
e Purk.
Frior to thip battle there were no considerable Con-
‘trate forees anywhere in West Virginia except in Greenbriex
lley whieh was held by the Confederstes from its head to

feot, For the purpose of dislodging these Confederate




sorces, General Averill was directed to march from Beverly,
veet Virginia to Lewisburg, in Greenbrier County, and Ikzx
it was while on this march he met the enemy at Droop
yountain. The battle was there fought between the forces
commanded by General Averill and the Confederate forces by
jeneral John Echols and Colonel William L. Jackson. Droop
“ountein is fourteen miles south of Marlinton, the County
ceat, seven miles from Mill Point and four from Hillsboro.
It ic ten miles from Renick Station, sixteen from Frankford and
tventy-four miles from Lewisburg.

The forces engaged in the battle of Droop lMountain
~ere compoced of twelve Confederate Units, regiments, battalion
=nd independent companies wnile the Union forces were composed

»f nine Unites, regiments and battalions. There was but a
:1ight difference in the numbers composing the two armies.
"ne 10th West Virginia Infentry and the 23rd Ohio that com-
osed the flanking party and did the principal fighting was
»fficielly reported as 1175 while the 22nd Virginia Infantry
lonfederate was reported officially at 550 soldiers strong

tne 2%rd Virginia Battalion 350 strong. Capt. Marshell
sith 125 digmounted cavalry, Capt Derringes Battalion 500
¥ajor Kesler battalion and other units composed a fine
ting force.

Another phage of the history of Droop Mountain is
crecisl interest. We reason from analogy and from pre-

riec evidence that Droop Mountain has been a battle-

field of some prebistoric race or by the earl y Indian tribes



of America. Many wonddrful stories are handed down through

journals and family records of the Shawnees who were the most
remarkable of all the people inhabiting the country west of
the Allegheny. In 1682 they fell under the rule of the six
nations and existed in various branches. We find excavations
the foot of Droop Mountzin where thousands of tons of

cugh flints have been removed.

AT one time thie has been a great military camping

|r=

cund for the warriors of the forest. Lany legends are

L]
Q)
)=t

¢ by peozle who, lived on Droop Mountain and handed down

for younger generations.

4 young Union Officer who rode a beautiful sorrel

®
'i

2z killed wnile riding fast around a large tree. The

‘rightened riderless horse ran around the tree several times

cefore it was stopped. It was said by people of that battle
f could hear the rapid running of that frlghtened horse

Lies /,;..4_’ ;z‘ 3PPV AOL LY Fr 24 -"—?}»_?)-
“nC thst tree. . A most pathetic scene occurred at that

ttle. After the‘battle a squad of soldiers was detailed
ther up the dead amd wounded. Among the number thus
“triled wap Andrew J. Short of Company F. West Virginia In-
*ry. They were working in the night and Short discovered
eC eoldlier and took hold of his body to remove him tocthe
® Liey were bringing the dead and wounded together. He
"Il & crooked finger on the demd soldiers hand and the sixze
‘eel of the man oconvinced 8hort that it was his dbrother

‘e called for some one to bring & light, saying that he

“LC Bls brother,
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. Dilley T ! o PR
ﬂneat yountein -
:.:;-u.hm to gulde thenn, would be hanged. But Iee must have learned tﬁat he had been
ot fault for ordering them %0 panetrata the Cheat thickat in'the night for nobody wes
executed. (I bave not been able to laarn who the guide was). _ This meterial was teken
¢rom ¥. Va. Blue Book 1928 -~ from articlas' by Andralr"Price. : " - el iy

¥hen the spruce timber was cutl from Cheat l_ioﬁhté.in many yea'rs after 'tha 'u{ar, musket
nsyersecks, and other erticles were found where the army had cest them aside in their
sscape from the jungle. _. . ! : 3 ' = |
In 1827 when-the new highway over Mid_&le and Valley Mom_ltéina (Senega ﬁall) was
being greded as Route 24, a great armj,; dump pilé was-uncbvered and ‘aill So;t-ts of war
ophies ranging from muskets.to perts of cannons wez:e found. These were left by Lee's
irst commend in the Civil War. A

Flaces in Pocahontes that were lee's headquarters in 1861-

Velley and Middle Mountains - ' ‘ .
Meedow Bluff on Sept. 24. ' ' 3
Tall House at "erlins Bottom 5
4t Sewell Mountein on Oct. 20

e
.

Diring the year 1861 all of Lee's activities were confined to W. Va. At Riéhard :

¥elicel's farm near Mi1l Point, Mrs. McNeel, a Gonrederate sympathizer prapared a rine

* Bt lee refused to eat it for feer of poison.

L% wes in the Greenbrier Valley, in 1861, he came across the best horse he

©RE&S, e grey gillding, Traveler. Foaled in the Little Levels or Pocahontas
: feve ) ped 4 .

tie Big levels of Greenbrier Co. No better horse ever set foat to the
“ER LRis regilon has produced its thousands like unto the far famed Traveler
-

— s T ..
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David Opt *es---—'
James Johnson==-=-
John C. Curry--
Thomas Akers i SR
¥3lliam Cutlip +or ‘
Jererieh Sharp Died in service _
indrew Kellison N e : S Sl
James Kee | - Died at Vinchester Virginia O Y
%illiem Duncan : % = R = A 2 . P4,
14iton Sharpo 3 : ke
Erown Arbogast

A

~ecrge Arbogest Diéd in service
John wanless

Charles Arbogast - Died in service
511liam ¥Yennison ~

®. Clark Grimes - 2

ibram Sharp

Peter Beverage
William Duffield
Clark Kellispn -

Alliex Ga::'

- . '
N’/ vl
=N

- Escaped

pmﬁfhe arm below Richmond wit '“* =
A made his way home toyétony Creel h 6}33_{?5 4
f11iemr Zives lfoore - Died at Wheeling durig;thg war ST
“41itar Fudson Went to ko, : S
Tsavid Hudson. Lfter the war et ;E%r-
3':;3:urd Sharp - Shot through hips. ~ied at Duncan's Lane e

nry “harp - Wounded near Williem Gibsons on Elk, Died .
iuther Charp - Shot by a scouting varty near his home.
{1lie= Rogers I
John Pnilips - &th Vest Virgin :
-»:hr niipes ginian killed at Bulltown 1n.3raxto
‘op Warless - Bth West Vi I oo
Mbe Arbogast th Ves Eginia Efantry :
$iles Alderman " " 2 [
lfred ¥ eoyer ' : R
“rark Orives ; ; %
.nf L) ~“r i.m » (A > \ 1
“slvin Yelly P e, Tk o
rarl selly P o e I
‘\l'iu ally N LA
1lse telley R
:Q’ltf‘ ‘_‘:.1". oy
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I ned plready se
o4 3rd vest Virginia
Ceptain Young?!s Co.  of ©coubst.
Ceptein Allen's’Cogﬁgf_scguts“

, R e ¥
7ws of tne sons of Thomas LCrinnon were Cavalrvmen, and
the battle of Droop Fountain but I have not been able to gef

naeme,




reprae h.OOI'e ALy
John “Fie¥ ' H
Tames Duncan
eshington ¥oore -
reorge ¥ellison
Tohn ©ilve
Register Foore
“I‘&pcis BV‘I’d
James Pyles |
4 Bowers (oG
Taken from History

noo W TASH e
. " By Peter rty
i LR % '-'Séibut‘ in Youngs
L ) Yv’irginia Blue

i

i had already sent in AT g ‘;:«m; L
01 3rd Vest Virginia Gavalr‘y bR
Ceptain Young's Co. of Scouts ’f i
Ceptein Allen's Co. of Scouts R AT

Tws of the sons of Thomas Drinncmi_.
the battle of Droop Mountain but I_
n&me. . % 5



bt bl BBLiV/da v AW T b 4 b T
*“_““—r—.—-—-- ——

o

Inventory of Materials g : 4

P th ‘ I - oL
y @ . Topics. hn }"AM& U L{‘
o“ ‘/ y ——
ey ,LVZ({-! / P ?”‘% "///J Tl -'?‘ p.{ )’
nuu : _

mto submitt __Longthf
Editors_

A :—-:,q.’:_ 2.-.-:,'—5:,, %‘;37%-4&45/ @’é“?%*&bé(q/ 7 ~.:

vordp

o) e Q

— C 7""’" ”Z-fl‘,/ ’Lf?,./(,«}-ﬁ'/'r/* Sl o2t [/, (—7'”1 }/,

" f - '-..
/-.........‘

.h_/_/ _., ] h"f"""\j /
4 C; it Cd-”wv’f«-’w’-wvi\
& /
Source ‘-
"'L-""hf"
h..:gl:.:".

Files

Folder,




| terest in the site together with jtg a8 the 'army did jn ‘63, and we v

t

State - and * National | o ficlals to-.
| getber with a large group of State
citizens gathered at the - Droop |
Aountain battlefield in .
Cor :

14th Virginin Caval went to the |-
' celebration from th€ hills of Nich- |
olas County- to, accept. the :
State park as & memoria] t
commades who . fel] - there, .
boys In  blue “wore absent. | 2)To0p
last member of the G. A. R. in the Greenbrie

. 50 & World War veteran accepted .
W . | 1Be flag in their behalt,, SEE

Bistorical * background—brings 10| desired to march south ‘had | to
mind the colorfu} description of the either go down the ‘river road! on
famous Droop Movatain encounter the ‘right or to the Jeft and eliz
;ﬂ chﬂ;n’d%d sby the late Andrew {Ie  ridge wing
| Price, fame tate newspaperman| ., m ; P obella
and one of the first’ honored with ﬂ;vl&:yr::g -fﬁfg-‘.’b‘ .
: ? ughce"gﬂtihe'wm Vlm;::;l Pub- pike ‘on top of the mour had
: ors’ of Fame. Ce Was| o o - b
for many vears ‘editor of the Po- ;1‘ iho- battlefield. They call
’...' g::mpnu‘l&?im;:l.“n.or?ﬂ}‘eﬂwj sed SRaf 0 Averel) Detoured

A The cam
{ Virginia, ‘on the Fedora) slde, was | Position before o
A Sder the comand of Gen. 1. the way ho laig-

l"" betweny, the North and the
| Peia &t an Bazarde, The Fedoral

officials to-

e [ Gen. M. J. ‘McNeal; of
| federate veoterans, resides.
as the guest of

| himselt,

ontas section died last March

through along the _extreme
‘ern side and stil] _‘plnﬁsu_:-,thro
the pass. Last summer the.
commission blocked this road

.al.m':-'" !

TEls dedication—and ronewed fn-

roun: _the]

dge and swing

d by his | Hobson Choice detours these

- o battle fol-| = So Averen detoured. Like
o PSR o b batle o1 | 86 Averei deto was an
RPAET in 1863, In Weat | FIS6r, 'and he ‘ot hin
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troops into |
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bat 1t was no f88 Linportant thay 1 fo )
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’ d foun
N e 10 &, m,

re Al .
aﬂ\\"hl:ll}‘ gtarted from Bu\'a‘:
and came over Cheat AMounfa .
way of Cheat Bridge, an

. Camp Bartow, where
n“);:?t ta'm Staunton and Park-
:gur: turnpike and took the md‘
feading by Greenbank to Hunters-
ville. Outside of some apprehen-

from hwhackers, they saw
x“dﬂ ot;n::u rebel army until
they got to Greenbank and :kmls
there one they drove the pl ots
4 -
o u:t:?;h Hunlnnvillum .
hed Huntersville -on
\\Zdh:fad:‘:: poon and there Aver-
il heard that Col. W. P, 'I‘hompao?
with the 19th Virginla cavalry,
was at Marlins Bottom, at the
Greenbrier bridge.  Huntersville
was the county seat, and while
the plke between the Levels and the
county seat man. by Marlins Bot-
tom where thoe river was bridged,
fall persons attending court on
Fdlhoncuck from the Levels, when

sck {the river could be forded turned to
3533 | 'eft at Shephen Hole Run and rode
axd | ¥ the Beaver Creck route. They
isaved by this about six miles—the
My | éstance from Marl'hs Bottom -to
e | Huntersville.  Marlins Bottom 1is
i oow called Marlinton. -So on Wed-
Besday there was a horse race,
s [Averell sent the 14th Pennsylvania
S92 | cavalry and the 3rd West Virginia
AT | Mocnted Infantry down Beaver
| Creek to cut off Thompson at Ste-
sk | ohen Haole Hun, and sent the 2nd
PSRN and BB West Virginia mounted
iafantry to Marlinton with Ew-
| "=E » battery, but Thompeon left In
ety (A Burry and cut a barricade of
Rar. | trees across the road on Price HIL,
SEoal {154 beat the Federals to Stephon
2200 | Hele Run ang Jolzed up with the
of | —sofed treops in the Levels
| Bocy | 838 there turned and stopped the
Fraats, | Mvence. Averell at Huntersville,
B luar | B9t wurd i k. night time from
| %5 command at Marlinton and
§ Snpp. | T8 Hlephen  Hole Rin, that
PR Thg | "54S5e0n had escaped the trap.
Jsin at Mjjj Polint
Ferell rooved his Hunteraville
_d--‘l"- Beaver Creek, Thurs-
Parusg Al 3 A m. ang reach.
€ ME Voine at § o m. He had
Aune. In charge of
- . &rtny o eutl oul the
wade snd Join Rl At M
2 wings uf 'he Army
W e same time The «f-
SN W 1 Jut the Confed-
o N Snd they retired

S Pelse arvand Hillsboro
L ] LY ‘I-'

¢
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vest rebension. He bad no
::l‘uekod‘% m:hv bafore for t:od
and sufficlent reasons, but about
¢ o'clock the Confederntes ..

nounced by cheers, and by

tle L ]« [
FEchols had brought his army
znd that the forces were equal a
that the Confederates held, a
position, ' © B ah L E At T L
1 bave glven the position of
Federal troops, occupying a
half clircle to the north of the bat.]
tlefield.  Here I the way the Con-J
federates were stationed; - io
‘. . Gives Locations 1
On the river road to Greenbrier:
Edgar's battalion. On the farm-§
land on the brow. of the mountain |
where the battle -was fought: 22nd |
Virginia cavalry. Col. George Pat-
ten; | . Virginia cavalry, Ctﬂ..‘
W. P. Thompson: 20th Virginia
Cavalry, .Col. W. W. Arnett; 1dth |
Virginia cavalry, Col. James Coch:
ran; Derrick’s battalion; Jackson's
batteries. On th';;h ! Iarh:illla-daeotg 2
road: Nobody. e ure i
guard the .road leading in from
the rear cost the Confederates the
battle. This oversight has never
been explained. Ry WAL
At 1:45 p, m. the flanking party
arrived and came . through the
woods firing as they came and the
tifle balls fell everywhere. It Ix
#aid to have been one of the most
sudden and most fearful fires that |
men were ever subject to. In
about an hour, the Confederates
were in full flight' .. 7 - . N )
.As soon as Averell heard his
flanking party commence to fire
he moved the 2nd, 3nd, -and Sth
regiments obliquely to the right up
the mountain. The horses had been
left at.the foot of the mountain;
They came’ out on top of the
mountaln exactly on the left of
the flanking army and together,
they advanced on . the breastworks
of the Conferedates and the tight'
Was over in a few minutes, an
the army in full retreat. Averell
sedt Gibson's battalion after them!)
up the pike, togother with one sec-'|
tion of Ewing's battery, But parts, |
of all the regiments Joined in the']
pursuit, and “Averell was able to |
halt his command on the top of |
Hpring Creek Mountain, overlook. |
ing the Big Levals of Gnenbrler,{
This was the evening after the bat-
te, Friday, November 6, 1863,
Successful in Retroat

He tried to hold back the purjf
"t mo that Duffie might cuth
ihem off at Lewlsburg, but that!]
yAs not to be. They got. through Il
Lawisburg and on towards Unlon |
On the way to Dublin, by & mat-
ter of mingtes, and were able to
ful » timber blookade in the
fond

We Confedernton naver had an
luek In Weat Yirgioia  aftor ':h’:
Laltis of Dioop Mountaln It was
& loslug fight fram int thne on,
We had given Aveiell & defeal al
White Bulphur Nprings tle Y
bier bafire, bul wilh that wxoep
Vi, Aversll haver lost a game
s ’-ll‘ allowed 10 voniinue in
T e st ke 2 da
Fapdamber, 1084, wiln ‘:ho “mo:{
» fedird for svbvase and
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“iienay (hat was wvar movarded
Woa geauiel a8 Valnpalgn, when
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[for no reason, so far as_history [ {0
fean discover, he ‘was summarily | o}
Gidmissed.trom hin command. Tié |1
nly charged that It was to
room for some favorite in o
fhe make-wd of the army. i
3 . 'Quits Command .
&t is last' official communication R
to his command closed with these | 3
twords: "I would rather serve in |y,
bour ranks than leave you, but I |isg
am only permitted to say fare- | be

P ol
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Confederate rangers lasting from [Ii
May 16, 1863, to September 23, g8
864, he fought twenty: battles. [ 104
| That is the outline of the Battle | D8
of Droop Mountain, -~ We most [
earnestly insist that if ‘this sketch (=
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[historian or veteran will immedi- e
‘ntely write talus and we will e
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WONDERFUL SCENIC VIEWS AND FLASHES
OF AMERICAN HISTORY

By Colonel William S. Waldron,
U. S.Al'my

BATTLE OF DROOP r&ouw /14)

One day as you go bowling along over the Seneca Trail
(Route 219) enjoying the scenic beauties of Vest Virginia you
%311 come to a roadside marker, about thirty miles north of
'gﬁewisburg, which informs you that you are negring "Droop Moun-
tain Battlefield." A little further on you will see the massive

rustic portels, constructed by the State Conservation Commission

e -_-__-_"""4—-_..._- -—-——-‘_"—_—._-‘- : _-___-“—-h—h_‘—““- =
and +the CCC boys, which mark the entrance to this historic spet--
a place where brothers crossed swords in mighty conflict for a

cause in which each one of them believed.

Niow, if you read on, it looks like you are in for a brief
history lesson--a thing which you dread, but which will stand you
‘n pood stead when you visit this hallowed ground, direct you¥ mind

ack over & space of 73 years and try to visualize what happened

ne year 186% was an important milestone in the history of
iest Virginia, It was on June 20th of that year that our fat‘érs
shose to separate from the 0ld Dominion and become a member of

the family of stetes in their own right.

The Confederate Forces
At that time there was a Confederate force composed largely
of Virginis cavalry and some artillery, and numbering adout 4,000

men, under the command of General John Echols, which was based on ™

+ B

lLewisburg and extended far up the Greenbrier Valley toward



a a sort of outpoét designed to protect Virginia from
They foyme <

deral attack from the west. They lived on the country and
e

T
-

o

round good pickings for man and beast fxom the rich bluegrass

.
haa s

small Federal force§ under command of General Willieam W.

:r-

and based on Elkins opposed the Confederates. Their mis-

1 line of rail communication from east to west. They were

not of sufficient strength to undertake offensive operations against

o

-»e Confederates and had to content themselves to pay the role of

e e

ené observation foxrce.
On the Kanawha River at the mouth of Gauley there was an-

L ¥

other small force of Federals under the command of Genexral A, N.
"fie, with the mission of preventing a Confederate movement
iown the Kanawha towards the Dhio Hiver.
Following General Lee's 1863 invasion of the north, which
ed in disaster at Gettysburg, Averell's command was reinforced
ard he was ordered to drive the Confederates out of the Greenbrier
ey These reinforcements brought his strength up to about

zen, vihich gave him a small superiority in numbers. General

“verell requisitioned horses from the nearby farms in the Tygart
¢y country and mounted much of his infantry, thus making his
and about of equal mobility with that of his opponents.

Eyplimﬂpgry Operations

seneral Averell ordered General Duffie to march from Gauley
“SES To lewlisburg 80 as to arrive there on the afternoon of
Fith his own command he marched south, leaving Beverly

1, and drove back the Confederate patrols that chgitris




hocupied the northern reaches of the valley. Vhen he learned

thgtﬂyerell was marching down the valley, General Echols pro- i
ceeded O Droop liountain with'his main body, while he took up a
jefensive position with the idea of providing a rallying point for
nis advenced Troops which viere being driven back by the Federals,
shere to make a stand and stop the further advance of Averell. A
1ine of breastworks and gun positions was constructed across tﬁe
mein road, which we now know as the "Seneca Trail" (Route 219)

where it crosses the mountain.

Apparently Genergl Echols had learned of the approach of
Ceneral Duffie's force coming east from Gauley Bridge but left no
considerable force at Lewisburg to oppose him. Averell's main body
arrived in the vicinity of Hillsboro on the evening of November 4th.
They established their outposts close to the foot of Droop Mountain
and started immediately with the réconnaissance of the Confederate
position. The entire day of November 5 was consumed in this recon-
naissance, which developed the fact that the position was too
strong to be taken to direct assault. There was a lot of skir-
mishing during the day and that evening General /(s decided

upon his plan of battle. In the meantime General Duffie was

approaching Lewisburg from the west.

D P ve—

The Battle

Larly on the morning of November 6, 1865, General Averell

a4

spatehed a force of about 1100 men composed of the 18th Chio
I ‘antry and the 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry to march west and .son.th.
‘n the Lobelim road, a detour of six miles, to attack the left

flank and rear of the Confederate position on Droop Nountain. He



+ a small detachment out to the east to demonstrate agains?t

flank of the Confederate position,

i ght

+al Echols was content to defend his strong position on

Gene

~in and apparently had no information that a federal

o
N el ddd

she moun
+vee was approaching on his left flank.

+ 1:45 p m, Jjust when the sirirmishing along the front was

the Federal right flenking detachment broke in on
1est flank and rear of the Confederate position, Averell

ashed forward his assault up the mountain on the front and the left

g detachment closed in. Echols threw in part of his reserves

=hting on top of the mountain. Seeing that the Federal

f
4
¥
D

L]

-l asw a=mCad. =~

n+ £lank force was closing in on his rear in an endeavor to gailn

ro2d +o Lewisburg, Echols sent in the last of his reserves and

he +ro
ne Trxro

(o)

ps he could withdraw from the main position to counter
sve, Fe succeeded in doing so and menaged to withdraw his
cormand and get it on the rcad to Lewisburg. By four o'clock

n the afternoon his troops were on tThe rbad in more or less oxderly

on and covered by an organized rear guard which covered the

-« His rear guard passed through Lewisburg at about ten

on the forenoon of November 7, just as Duffie's advance
resched the western entrance of the town.
0t puah the pursuit too vigorously beéause he
. Duffie would be able’'to cut off the Confederates at
£. JuY by marching all night and the fact that his mounts

#ved and fresh, Echols

¥ms able to save practically his

¥ T T1ENY mnother day.

The Confederates continued

" A » LA el L . "
on domm Through Unicn and orossed over into Virsinia




Decisive Battle

The nattle of Droop Mountain was a decisive battle in

o+ it expelled the Confederates from that section of Vest

wliaw =

-:wminia end from then on ©o the end of the war between the

-

<tates, West Virginia was Federal territory.
Tn nhis report of the battle, General Echols states: "My
artillery and trains wexre brought safely through with the excep-=

+ion of one brass howitzer belonging to Chapman's battery which

vroke down completely during the retreat amd had to be left, this

-

+soving the enemy the only trophy of which they can "boast."

- -

armon is supposed to hawe been buried in the swamp on Droop

¢

-ain, and although diligent search has been made it has not

f

- been found. It is hoped that it will be located in due time.
‘n the course of the conflict, Colonel James Cochran, com-
wanier of the 14th Virginis cavalry, was surrounded by a sguad
Unien soldiers and apparently doomed to capture. By some means,
ever, ne managed To excape. Later in relatiﬁg the stoxry, he
asyed why, undepthe circumstances, he did not surrender,
Cochran replied: "If they had said 'Colonel, surrender'
{ have done so. But they said, 'stop, you blankety-blank
ied son of a gun,' and I would not accommodate any man who
| anruage to me."
& Federal troops engaged numbered 4,700 and suffered a

. é

1%0 casuslties. The Confederates had 3950 engaged and

losses were abvout 400 men,
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RY SOCIETY  Republican Executive |
,Y 5061_1; - or| Holds Meeting; Fills

& was hod ot o] Vacancies on Ticketi

jgist Church on June |
with Mrs. W. J./| B 8

S tary, pre A meeting of the new Republican
gict Secretary, o

!lf,\:vt'ntive} Committee was held at the
Sy « .+ |Court House¢ Saturday afterncon at
Missionary Socic- one o'clock, C. P. MeNeill was olect-
tes present. led as chairman and treasurer, and
nd, of.Ba_:lt._m;:srC. D. C. Adkison, Secretary. Members
e Baltimore _,ont— present were: Geo, S. Graham, S. H.
§ the honorlgucb- Hiner, Mrs. J. H. Flenner, Green-
of our locs, PX" lbank District; J. A. Reed, Hunters- |
in_g_ Rc\!.“l.d A f ville District; Howard McElwee, Ed-
giding  Elder o ray District; J. M. Workman, Little
Levels District and Harold L. Moore,
e and helPRlIDy, S. A. ‘Willhide, and D. C: Adki:
gin our Southern 500 by proxy. :
SMrs. Copeland,| Five vacancies on the committee
"Shat cvery mem- | Were filled: Huntersville District,
g oy Mrs. G. 0. Wade and

Oleta Gay; Li
B.

J Mrs. Alice | 1iesla .
Sharp; Edray District, W. H. Gilmore | '} aeojari @
mﬁ; 3 ( ]' r b

fiye

_ $1.00 A
T T R T
Get It At TH

Floor covering, Farm
Hardware., Groceries

Goods, Notior

For fifteen years we |
our patrons. Excha
for anything in our |

The Peoples ¢
Marlintor
S SN S TS X

 POCAHONTAS NENORIAL OSPITA

The hospital .fiég-sf,-_h' plac
ondsy morning &




Wil

\Mr J Flenner, Gre

H
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ay District, W. H. Gilmore

Dleta Gay; Little Level
w. J. B. Grimes.
committee is now com
H. Hiner, Geo. S. Gra
. H. Flenner, Mrs. H. H
o. F. Alderman J,

leta Gay, Mrs. Eva Nel-
Vorkman, 0. M. Hook,
dmore, and Mrs. J. B.

ing nominations were
Committee, Prosecuting
. Buckley; County Sur-
Irvine; Greenbank Dis-
‘ Board of Eduecation,
Vidney, Justice of the
Blackhurst. Hunters-
For Justice of the
McCarty, and John
istable, Mitchell Sharp
MeComb., Edray Dis-
iber Board of Educa-
ire, for Constable, N.
Wooddell.
For Member Board
Waugh; for Jjus-
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A.
G. 0. Wade, Mrs. Alice
« McElwee, W. H. Gil-
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POCAHONTAS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

The hospital was & busy place a
little while Monday morning about
11 o’clock, when the train brot to us
five injured men. the result of two
railroad speeaers, loaded with work-
men, running together. Luckily
none of the five men were seriously
*|injured, after beiog cleaned up by
Drs. J. W. Price and Yeager and
their slight cuts and bruisad dressed,
all were sent to their homes but two.
Charley Adams of Stony Bottom
stayed In until 6 pm and E N Carr
of Clawson remained over night for
observation, he was struck on the
head and received slight injuries to
left arm and right ley

Mrs. Gertrude Overholt Trent H
popular young matron of Marlinton,
was the happy reciplent of a pair of
twins. & boy and girl, who arrived
early Monday a. m. The mother and
babes are doing well Many congrat:
ulations were received over the phone
during the day from interested friends

Hubert May of Beard who was

tv
o

S

e ————
Impraoved.

Miss Flora McLaughlin
nurse, is taking a two weel
with her Parents ag
Springs.

Miss Lena Gum Students
spent her’ vacation at Ka)
turned to her work Mondsa

Mrs Lenna Wickline of
was In the hospital for
treatment, returned to
improved in health

Married. June 20, 1928,
Copenhayer and Viss Ha
both of Little Lavels dist

Presbyterian Manse by ]
Bowen They will make t|
on Droop Mountain.

ering nicgly and will be able to leave
the hospital by the end of the week

we, C. W. Kennison M:s. Russel] Hannah con%tinues to
ricks; for Constable, [ lmprove and wiy Soon be able to sit
nd Hogsett. up in chair
Mrs. Wheeier Simmons of Alderson
R WaS 8 visitor ut the hospital to see
= her husband who S8 patient here,
W JFIOR treated by Dy J. er

Mrs Fred Hefner of Buckese wes |l
“ o hospital Monday for |

whieh she wade
S m. Patlgnt: |
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STATE PARK

T0 BE DEDICATED ON JULY 4TH

The Droop Mountsin Battlefiold

State Park will be dedicated on Wed

nesday, July 4th. Hon John D

Sutton, chairman of the Droop Moun-

tain Battlefield Commission, will pre

sent the Droop Mountain Battlefield

State Park to Governor Howard M.

Gore, who will accept it for the peo-

ple of the State of West Virginia.

This is a State and County affair. In

N no sense is it to be commercializad

£ Every man, woman and child In Po
cahontas County should be present.

The battle of Droop Mountain was

the greatest battle fought on West

Virginia soil during the War between

the States. It was a battle in which

West Virginia soldiers were eugaged

on both sides. This battle marked

~ the ascendency of the Union forces

s u-in West Virginis. SRR U TN
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ture Hon John D Sutton, of Brax

ton County, introduced & resoluticn
In the Legislature for a Commis ion
L0 Le appointed by the Governor to
secure the site of the battlefizld ot
Droop Mountala for a State Park =s
an everlasting memorial, and to
mark the positions as far as possible
of the various srmy units which took
part in the battie.

The Governor appointed Mr. Sut-
ton the chairman of this Commision
As & boy Mr. Sutton fought in this
battle as a Union soldler. The other
merabers of the Commission are Sen-
ators R F. Kidd and A. L. Helmick;
Delegates Norman F. Kendall and
M. M. Harrison. .

This Commission has done a great
constructive work They have pur-
chased the battlefield of more than
one hundred acres, and they have
marked the positions and movements
of the various units engaged. Par
ticularly active has Mr. Sutton bzen
In tFe matter, spending much time
on the field; corsulting with old sol -
e diers of both armies, and in search-
‘ ing the records and reports of the
commanding officers of both the Con
federate and Union forces

the time for the Baltlefi

forwally taken over by the Stat
- memorlal for all ﬁlmag}jb ]
bied and dled for what the,
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talns & thousand feet higher.

The Battletield is on the Seneca
Trall, and can be reached from all
parts of Pocahontas County on im
proved bighways.

As said above, this is & State and
Jounty affair and in no sense a com
mercial undertaking Come and
bring your dinmer and something
extra for the strangers who will be
with us that day.

In cgreparation for the day the
County Committee has made the fol
lowing appointment of committees to
have all things in readiness:]

Committee on Provisions—Mrs.
U. H. Hannah, Mrs. S. A, Wilhide,
B. B. Beard, Mrs. Harry M, Mooore,
Mrs. Sherman Gibson, Mrs. Hevener
Dilley, H. Lee White, Ira D. Brill,
Mrs. Ida McComb, Mrs. A. R Gay.
Mrs. J! A, Sydenstricker, Mrs. J. G.
Hamrick. Mrs. Dakota Kirk Notting
bam, Mrs. J J. Coyner, Mrs. John
Jobhn Dunlap, I, D. Sharp,

Committee on Cieaning up Ground
—J. K. Marshall,
W. MecNeel, George P, Kdgar, Pler
;;n Hendrick, Wallace Kershner, L

. Y, Kred Dean, T. A, Bruffey [J
3-0:- Walton, Buuzll Scott, 3
foodsell, R § Hickman, J. K. Ash
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| STATE PARK DEDICATED
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BIG CROWD CELEBRATES THE
FOURTH QN DROOP

On l:st Wednesday July 4. the
Droop Mountain Battleltield State
Park was dedicated in due form
Governor Howard M. Gore received
iy it ro; the people of the State of West
Virginia from Hon John D Sutton.
if | chairman of the legislative commis
I |S1an. This commission was appoint

ed at the last séssion of the Legisla
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Park. as & memorial for a 223

FUms 0‘ the men who fought in the i:l.'hrbt’-“be‘-r
battle of the C.vil War on Wes

are as ginia soil. o e

: The crowd is estima

RIZED shousand people. WLi e the greatel

1 ’number of those present Wwere from

o Pocahontas and Greenbrier counties

here were many people fcrom other

Yy you West Virginia counties and the ad

. safe jrining State of Vir inis. 1t Was

o:eof th: largest ¢c’o vds to &8 em

ble in Pocahbontas county. It petl

haps equal’ed the number of men

vngaged in the Battle of Droop Moun
 taln.

Tue speakers were Hon. John D
sSutton, chairman of the Legislative
Commission which bought and mark
+d the battlefield; judge George W
McClintic, Judge or the Uaited
States Covrt for the Southern Dis
orict or West Virginia, and a native
)f Pocahontas county : Governor How
ard M. Gore, Governor of West Vir
Ini; Hon. E. T. England, Congress
man from this the Sixth Disurie!; |
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orivate feed | ¥T€S:man and nominee of his part)
rasites. 1r]for Governor of West \irginia. AD
can obtain drew Price, President of the West

Virginia Historical
presiding cffi
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cer of the day.

Among thie veterans present were
.\l (I.

id we are was the
prefer to

ccuraie on

McNeel, N D MecCov. R F.

5 & native “’ielf:" of the Confederate tarm o J

3iss son| - Tyler, J D. Sutton and Petes
8 of Dun. | McCarby of the Union army

% i The T'here were more than & bthousand

ht in the [ 3utOomobiles in the Park Wednesday

ege. A | I'he treflic was handled and the cars

ferred to [ P8Tked with military precis 01 b;

astry at| @embers of Marlinton Post of t'};?

\su_vrivan Legion. State Troo J
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ihterest 1t over |
nangs the beautifal Little Levels re-

0 the | ,jon of Pocahontas county, and to the ko

he s east are the forest clad ranges paral | Y i
leling the main Alleghenies. with the -

ed to | waters of the Greenbrier showing in

Ima- | a4 few places; to the west and & thou-
sand feet higher are the rich Baeck

oga, | Allegheny Mountains. There are

igh- [ few views that surpass the outlook
(rom Droop Mountain.

the In the Park are a few fields, butl

on | the most of the area is woodland
Some of the undergrowth is being|

e cut away,and soon i¢ will be about{"”
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of other Union and Confederate Veg
f thelerars, and the complete voluminous
. good | reports of more than twenty com-
manding officers of t oth armies.

Forge The battle of Droop Mou.: tain was

For |the most importint engagement in|

West Virginia in the war between
the States. It marked the decline of
= |Coi fcderate streogth in the raoun

tains. The date of the batile was
.9 | November 6, 1863 This was a bat

instances brother against brother ip
the opposing armies -In the Uunion

1928 | sylyania, the 14th and the 28th Ohio

| marked. Mr. Sutton i1s doing thi*§
is at| work, has his own recullection of the
i treat | battle to guide him; the recollection|

between West Virginians. In some |

4rmy there was one regiment of Penn

8

o [nfantry, bus the brunt of the fight 13

10th WGSB Vi
;38 Confedera
515 th, 22(]d and 14bh \V .,
} g8 | Wents, which Viginia
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onfederate army were the 195h,
.[;':e],(}”{:-{’[;:j;'r;::;t;l Hbl;V Virginia regi.
;::e[nt:s Hv;hlch were all c?tnpused of
West Virgin ans The Confederate
commanders were Gemfral W. L
Jackson and General Ecliols. The
Union commander was Genecal W.
W. Averell, a military genius of the
Civil War, second to
Jackson.
4T e Confederates oczupied the
}ZIIOlllJLS.ilJ, puarding the river road to
Greenbrier county, but leaving the
Cacsar Mountain side unguarded
The Union Army wes camped in che
Levels. Geueral Averell

)

Mountain, and he sent

Here tork place

000

broke and made

h T el AN S
740 .;::“bﬂﬂﬂluc Up over the Mid

Stonewall

made a|
‘eint against the front of Droop |

three or more |
regiments around the end of Caesar

and attacked the unguarded flank of
the Confederates |
one of the harde ;t

fizhts of the war.|
The Conredera.bes

heir €5Cape by the way of Lewisburg,
1473 | passing through that town by & mat- |8
269]Ler of minutes pefore General Duffis|
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e [and attack EC B
the Confederates .Here took place|

0 00 | one of the hardest fizhts of the war.
17 000 (X

» aa7 @@ | The Confederates broke and made |
0% 0301 00| heir escape by the way of Lewisburyg,
2 14 72 | passing through that town by a mag-

5 | Ler of minutes before General Duffis
R could cut them off with an army he
was bringing up over the Midland

But to speak about the Fourth of.|
July celebration on Droop Mountain
lattlefield State Park last Wednem#
day, it was the biggest tnd most sat-!
71 922 gg | Isfactory picnic uhis wricer bws ever|
atteaded. Th: opportunity to mees
and greet old friends and to
— | srd make new acquaintances was the| B
'3 995 66 | best ever. Kveryone brought a bas:| ¢
| . | keb. and this region has the best
lemnly | C00ks In the known world. The| _
ige and | speakers were men who had proyven | ~IN
shier- | themselves and earned positicns ol g
importance and honor in the s ate| o

aLd he nation They had mossiges|
to brirg and they brought me-sages|
to Lheir fellow citizens. The weath |
€r was perfect, and ig was & day well
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t:p s«wa heavy ShO¥
the valley » thousand f

With the complebio:
already begun of cled
underbrush and openin
the Droop Mountain Ba
Park will be the p cnic |

S ate of West Virginia

tlie completion of the 8§
system it will be visited
of tourists yearly,
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